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NB 1A: Living or Not?
Contrast a rock and a dog. Describe At Least 4 characteristics that show that the dog is living, 
and the rock isn’t.

Table: Contrasting a Dog & a Rock To Show The Difference Between Living and Non-Living Things 

Characteristic Dog Rock

NB 1B: Reading:   That’s Life!  
Read “That’s Life” on pages 6 & 7. Use the information to complete the table below:
Characteristic/ 
Term

What it means How the dog shows this

Responds to environment Comes when called

Growth Started as single cell, then 
developed into puppy; Gets larger 
until adult; fur grows; others

What is it made of? Cells

Life Processes All of the different activities that living things do, 
including digestion, respiration, excretion, growth, 
development, etc

Reproduction Parents: Other living dogs 

Movement Yes-muscles pull bones, causing 
the animal to move

Digestion Chemical process that breaks down food, 
changing it into useable molecules

Yes. Eat & digest food to change it 
into useable molecules; Cellular 
Respiration to use it for energy, 
building proteins

Cellular Respiration Process where cells use oxygen to change 
sugars into useable energy

Waste products? Excretes waste products from 
digestive system, and respiratory 
system (exhaling) and skin
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