BC CALCULUS  STUDENT EXPECTATIONS


Welcome to Calculus!!! May this year of mathematical learning exceed all others!





MATERIALS


You will need: a three-ring binder with subject separators, a pencil and eraser, and a TI-89 Titanium*  graphics programmable calculator (you can get by with a different calculator in most units, but the preferred choice is the TI-89, which is leaps and bounds ahead of all others).  A notebook of graph paper will be helpful on occasion also, since we will be doing quite a bit of work with graphs throughout this course. The binder should be separated clearly into at least three sections: notes, homework and handouts/returns.





NOTES


Always take good notes during classtime.  Much of what we do in class cannot be and is not replicated in a textbook.  I will strive to provide you with high quality and clear instruction through oral, written and groupwork formats.  You should leave each class with a record of what was accomplished.  This will serve you extremely well when studying for tests, as well as in future mathematics courses.





HOMEWORK


Homework assignments should be completed in pencil in one section of your binder APART from your notes section.  Because of the quantity of material we discuss and because this is a college-level course, it will be assumed that all homework be completed on time.  This means I will not check/collect on a daily basis.  However, because I am occasionally called to respond to parents who request an analysis of their son/daughter’s progress I may do a quick check or give a homework quiz (which consists of me asking you to copy a few of your responses to a few standard homework questions----not the challenging extension problems but rather the ones you should be able to do with bare bones understanding of class discussion and modeled examples).  Therefore, it is best to be prepared at all times.  Failure to complete homework to my satisfaction will result in lost points for that check.  


Unless you are of a rare blood type, you will probably not be able to progress immediately and accurately through every assigned problem on every assignment.  Perfection is not required.    What is required is brain use and perseverance.  You should attempt every assigned problem.  Proof of your attempts can only be submitted in written form (see ‘keys to problem-solving’ sheet).  For every problem, one can always represent the given information in another format which may be helpful, such as a drawing or a graph or a chart.   Skipping a problem (i.e. showing no evidence of written attempts) is completely unacceptable.  Remember also that you can only learn mathematics by doing mathematics.


Much homework will be presented by you individually and in groups.  This is the best way for me to a) respond to your problem-solving and your learning of the material and b) check that you are preparing as you should be.  This has also been shown to help students develop vastly better communication skills! Do not be afraid to share what you know as well as what you don’t. Everyone is learning and I will hang wet spaghetti noodles from the ears of any student who makes another feel uncomfortable.  We are all in this mathematical maze together.


 


TESTS/QUIZZES


A small unannounced quiz could be given at any time and will involve material discussed within the last few days.  This possibility is only stated to strongly encourage you to stay on top of the material. I work to make this a very manageable course for you, but if you let it go….well you’ll need either some divine intervention or the help of more than one superpower to catch up. 


More substantial point quizzes and tests will be given at the end of each major topic and announced in advanced. They will frequently be administered in two parts: calculator and non-calculator portions.  In the event of an anticipated excused absence, tests are to be made up in advance if possible.  Tests missed due to unexcused absences may be subject to severe reduction of points but will be handled on an individual basis.  Since this is Calculus, and there are long roads as well as short roads to solving problems, your time in taking tests can vary greatly between individuals.  If you enjoy a little more time when completing tests, please reserve 11:55-12:20 on the day of tests if you are in 5th or 6th hours, or after school if you are in 7th hour.


IMPORTANT:  In the event of an unanticipated absence, if you miss a scheduled test (or large quiz), you need to e-mail me (or dictate an e-mail from your sick bed) ASAP….did I say ASAP, because I meant ASAP…(the day of the missed test) to schedule a make-up time.  This is very important.  (Do not expect a private conference on a rescheduling matter during your classmates’ time-class).  Failure to do so could result in tests being returned and discussed with the class prior to your taking of that test.  Once a test has been returned and discussed with the class without a make-up plan made by you, in the interest of fairness, the same test cannot be made up for the same credit. So, it would be best ot plan on taking the test at ISHP/lunchtime the very next day and to confirm by e-mail.  Be responsible and plan ahead. My schedule, while part-time, is very full and respect for things that impact my time and lesson-planning is taken very seriously.  If you can’t tell, irresponsibility in this department is my biggest pet-peeve.





MAKE-UP WORK


This applies to homework, and notes only (for tests/quizzes see above).  You are responsible for at least obtaining all make-up assignments before you return to class.  Also before your return, it would be helpful to you if you could look through assigned problems, and better yet if you could work a random few to stay up-to-date with the class.  If I provided notes in class, check the website or moodle site (or wiki if I start one by now) to get a copy when absent! I also suggest that you make two contacts in this class - two persons you trust to provide reliable verbal information in the event of your absence. Phone one of these persons and make every (did I say every?) attempt to make up work before returning to class.  It is imperative to your learning calculus that you do not fall behind.





GRADE


Your grade will be based on all submitted material, the largest part of which are tests, and calculated in the following fashion:


				TOTAL POINTS EARNED  X  100


				TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS





93 – 100%    A�
73 – 76.9%   C�
�
90 – 92.9%   A-�
70 – 72.9%   C-�
�
87 – 89.9%   B+�
67 – 69.9%   D+�
�
83 – 86.9%   B


80 – 82.9%   B-�
63 – 66.9%   D


60 – 62.9%   D-�
�
77 – 79.9%   C+�
0 – 59.9%     F�
�



In the back of your binder, keep a running table of all points in the following fashion:





MY POINTS                                        POSSIBLE POINTS


___________________________________________________


___________________________________________________





This will allow you to calculate your current grade at any time during the course, as well as verify my calculations!





ADDITIONAL CREDIT


A maximum of enough additional credit to raise your average 3 points may be earned in a quarter.  This can help borderline grades.  (However, any exam exemption status will be determined without additional credit). Additional credit will be averaged in at the end of each quarter only.  For additional credit opportunities, see the sheet entitled “Additional Project Policy”.  Mathematical and science career days, as well as various problems will come up through the course of the year. You are also free to suggest a few points where you see an opportunity for extension of class material. Through prior consultation with me, these opportunities may be seized for additional credit also.  Additional credit, however, may not be applied for at the last moment of any quarter.   Projects and activities will terminate several weeks before the close of the grading period (see date deadlines in the “Additional Project Policy”).





�MISCELLANEOUS


Please be respectful of others, yourself and the classroom.  		


Be an active participant, not a passive spectator.


There is no such thing as a stupid question.  If you are confused, ASK.	


Have confidence in yourself.


Remember that learning is fun if you want it to be.


Good luck and have a great year!


Know that you and I are on the same team...with one common goal: 


your understanding and appreciation of mathematics.


Ms. C. Lucas  		                             Chris.Lucas@wfbschools.com


WFBHS Mathematics 			Room 343








HELP


Work with other students!


ISHP after school M,W,Th until 3:30 pm. Tues and Fri 11:25. Other times I may be available for help by appointment.











