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6TH Grade Science

Unit 2 Learning Targets - ECOSYSTEMS  
	LEARNING TARGETS – CONCEPTS:

	1.  An ecosystem is a community of organisms and its interaction with its environment.  It includes living and non living things found in a certain area.


	2.  Organisms can be categorized by the functions they serve in an ecosystem: producers, consumers, or scavengers (decomposers).



	3.  Organisms in an ecosystem have dependent and interdependent relationships, which can be illustrated by food webs.



	4.  Factors that affect growth and reproduction of organisms in an ecosystem include light, water, temperature, and soil.



	5.  Natural and human-made events can “disturb” an ecosystem.



	6.  A pollutant is anything that can harm living organisms when too much of it is released into an ecosystem.  Pollution is the condition that results when pollutants interact with the environment.



	7.  Pollutants can affect the stability of an ecosystem; solutions can help minimize or alleviate the effects of pollutants.



	8.  Model ecosystems can be used to learn more about the complex relationships that exist on earth.



	LEARNING TARGETS  - SKILLS

	A.  Using a hand lens, pH paper, measuring devices and other testing equipment appropriately.



	B.  Conducting, recording, and organizing daily observations.



	C.  Having a working vocabulary related to the ecosystem learning goals.
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