LESSON 3 ELECTRICAL FORCES

THE SHOCKING LINK

Between Frankenstein and Electricity

What does the book Frankenstein have to do
with electricity? After all, that classic horror
story is about a scientist who creates a monster.
And electricity is a source of energy that heats
our homes and lights our lamps.

But back in 1818, when Frankenstein was pub-
lished, people didn’t consider electricity a useful
source of energy. Far from it. Most believed it was
a fluid—with strange and scary powers.

Shocking Experiments
In the late 1790s, Italian doctor Luigi Galvani
helped fuel this misconception. In a now-
famous experiment, he placed an electrical Galvani's frog-leg experiment.
current on a frog’s legs—and the leg ¢
muscles twitched. We now know that
the frog’s nerves were stimulated. At
the time, it was believed that the elec-
tricity created a mysterious life force.
Other scientists of the time were using
electricity to try to bring the dead back
to life.

The mysteries of life and death
became linked to the mystery of elec-
tricity. Like death itself, many people
feared electricity. Some considered it
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a monstrous force that should not be
fooled with.

A Shocking Story
Writer Mary Shelley was not a scientist,
but she undoubtedly knew about
Galvani’s work and other experiments
with electricity. Her famous book, pub-
lished when she was just 20 years old,
centers on a student scientist named
Victor Frankenstein.
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