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Our mission is to help educational leaders gather, organize , and use 
data to make strategic decisions. 

• Founded in 2002  to provide independent research

• Conducted over 3 million staff, parent, and student, and community 

surveys for school improvement

• Helped more than 1,300  school districts navigate the strategic 

planning and referendum planning process



• November 20, 2025 survey deadline

• 2,234  respondents

• 45%  response rate

• +/- 2.12%  statistical margin of error

Survey Information



What is your age?
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Is your primary residence in the 
Whitefish Bay School District?
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Respondent Information

Are you an employee of the 
Whitefish Bay School District?

Do you have children attending a 
Whitefish Bay school?
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Yes
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No

45%



How do you like to receive information from us?
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Facility Planning Background



Would you support the District exploring a building referendum 
at this time? (Residents)
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Most Pressing Facility Issues



Would you support a referendum to address safety, security, and 
building infrastructure projects? ( Residents)
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Most Pressing Facility Issues



Would you support a referendum to build a new middle school? 
(Residents)
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Additional Projects



Whitefish Bay High School Projects



Whitefish Bay High School projects
Priority score is calculated based on High = 3, Medium = 2, Low = 1

Additional Infrastructure Priority Score = 2.46

Additional Safety, Security, 

and Accessibility
Priority Score = 2.33

Classrooms and Student 

Support
Priority Score = 2.13

Electives Priority Score = 1.88

Pool Priority Score = 1.76

Athletics Priority Score = 1.75

Performing Arts Priority Score = 1.72

55% 35% 10%

53% 27% 20%

38% 37% 25%

23% 43% 34%

19% 38% 43%

20% 34% 46%

16% 39% 45%



Cumberland/Richards Elementary Projects



Cumberland/Richards Elementary projects
Priority score is calculated based on High = 3, Medium = 2, Low = 1

Additional Infrastructure Priority Score = 2.44

Additional Safety, Security, 

and Accessibility
Priority Score = 2.30

Classrooms and Student 

Support
Priority Score = 2.02

Electives Priority Score = 1.83

56% 32% 12%

52% 26% 22%

33% 37% 30%

22% 39% 39%



Lydell School/Community Center Projects



Lydell School/Community Center projects
Priority score is calculated based on High = 3, Medium = 2, Low = 1

Additional Infrastructure Priority Score = 2.06

Additional Safety, Security, 

and Accessibility
Priority Score = 1.92

Classrooms and Student 

Support
Priority Score = 1.78

Athletics Priority Score = 1.65

Recreation Department 

Spaces
Priority Score = 1.61

Additional Athletics Priority Score = 1.48

37% 31% 32%

33% 26% 41%

23% 32% 45%

19% 27% 54%

14% 34% 52%

13% 22% 65%



Funding Support



What referendum amount would you support, assuming 
the projects included were acceptable to you?
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Additional Analysis: Referendum support for each amount

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Population Assumptions

<1% 30% 70%
Staff

Parents

Non-Parents/Non-Staff

Weighted support for Definitely yes and Probably yes: 

$325M: 0.30 (24%) + 0.70 (8%)  

$275M: 0.30 (30%) + 0.70 (12%) 

$225M: 0.30 (51%) + 0.70 (25%) 

$175M: 0.30 (63%) + 0.70 (39%) 

$125M: 0.30 (76%) + 0.70 (57%) 

Smaller: 0.30 (85%) + 0.70 (77%) 

= 12.8%

= 17.4%

= 32.8%

= 46.2%

= 62.7%

= 79.4%



How is the District doing in each of the 
following areas? Great = 4, Good = 3, Fair = 2, Poor = 1

Item Staff Parents
Non-Parents/

Non-Staff

Delivering a high -quality education 3.83 3.67 3.73

Keeping the public informed 3.54 3.27 3.03

Managing funds appropriately 3.31 3.27 3.00

Building pride in the community 3.51 3.44 3.38



How is the District doing in each of the 
following areas? Great = 4, Good = 3, Fair = 2, Poor = 1

Item
Percent “Great” 

or “Good”
Average

Comparison 
Percentile

Delivering a high -quality education 96% 3.71 99th

Keeping the public informed 83% 3.21 95th

Managing funds appropriately 80% 3.19 99th

Building pride in the community 90% 3.42 99th



On a scale of 0 – 10, how likely would you be to 
recommend the District to a friend or family member?
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Whitefish Bay Score : 8.76

Comparison Score : 7.18

Comparison Percentile : 99th 



What did we learn?

• All three subgroups support the District pursuing a building 
referendum at this time.

• There is majority weighted support (62.7%) for a $125 million 
referendum to pay for Project 1 (safety, security, and 
infrastructure) and Project 2 (building a new middle school). 
Detailed descriptions of those two projects are included on 
slides 11 and 13 of this report.

• There is not  majority weighted support for a $175 million 
referendum that would include additional projects.
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